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a language other than German or Czech, one had to sign
a sworn declaration on the back that it contained no secret
meaning, and to produce one's identity papers. My
brother, who came from London in December, 1938,
thus sent back a telegram containing the single word,
* Arrived'. To his great astonishment, he was asked to
produce his passport, and all the details contained in this
were entered on the telegram blank. All postal sacks
sent abroad were naturally opened, as were all railway
deliveries of packets, particularly those consigned to
Western Europe. All my luggage, which was addressed
to Harwich, was forcibly opened, a kit-bag slit open, the
locks and fastenings of my portmanteau and zip-fastened
cases destroyed and their contents plundered, from
fountain pens and automatic lighter and pipe to under-
wear and clothes. I am not the only one to whom this
happened. Any action for damages was naturally out
of die question. It was, however, not only these large
packages which were opened, but also letters coming into
the country without any indication on the envelope of
the sender. Even if the letter contained only some private
message, it could still cause trouble'to the receiver. I
wrote to a friend in Prague that I had made dose contact
with Czech circles in this country. This brought about
his arrest, although he was an Aryan, a Fascist and an
associate of one of the most important Czech statesmen.
The Czechs there sought to renounce their foreign friends
in an attempt to prove that they were in no way in agree-
ment with the actions of other countries. In a civil legal
case in which I was called as a witness, I telephoned my